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must be momentarily introduced to prevent destruction
by waste. The biological principle of advantage is ade-
quate to secure this end. The supply of tissue is attended
with pleasure and the actions necessary thereto follow
naturally. The same is true of reproduction, which a
study of the lowest organisms shows to be theoretically
only a form of nutrition. The origin of pain is even
simpler. The destruction of tissues results in pain and
the actions necessary to prevent it also follow naturally.

Pleasures and pains once experienced are remembered,
i.e., they are represented when not present, and there
arises a disposition to repeat the former and to avoid a
repetition of the latter. This is desire, and it becomes
the prime motive to action. The organism necessarily
acts in obedience to desire, or if there be several desires
that interfere with one another, it acts in the direction of
their resultant. Hence the conative faculty, or will so
called.

Up to and including this stage the cause of all activity
is generically the same. It is the efficient cause, the vis
a tergo. Motive must be distinguished from purpose.
Desire and will are simply motive. It is a natural force
and does not differ except in degree of complication from
any purely mechanical or physical force. But evolution
has gone on to another stage. In much the same way as,
by adopting a new method, it passed from chemical to
biotic organization, it has, by making another new depart-
ure, passed from genetic to telic causation.

The direction of progress was seen, at the outset to be
toward the greater concentration of cosmic energy, toward
making the universal force, whose quantity cannot change,
perform more work. This law continues in operation to
the last. Telic causation is only another way of accom-
plishing this end. Just as biotic organization was called
in where chemical organization could go no farther, so